LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE CENTER
INDEXED NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS - OCTOBER 2003

ACCREDITATION EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS
"PANEL SAYSBASIS FOR QUALITY EDUCATION IN PLACE"; RAVALLI REPUBLIC; 2003 OCT
14

BISON WILDLIFE CONSERVATION WILDLIFE

MANAGEMENT

"TRIBAL CONTROL OF NATIONAL BISON RANGE UNLIKELY"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003
OCT 8

BONNEVILLE POWER ADMINISTRATION

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

"BPA PROMISES CASH FOR FLATHEAD PROJECTS: POWER AGENCY READY TO HAND
OVER MONEY FOR HABITAT PROTECTION"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 SEP 10

BUILDING CODESLOCAL GOVERNMENT - MONTANA
"LAW ENDS BUILDING PERMITS IN COUNTY"; BILLINGS GAZETTE, 2003 SEP 30

BUTTE ECONOMIC CONDITIONSECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

GAMBLING - MONTANA

"CASINO BACKERS PROMISE OPENNESS: DEVELOPERS OF UPTOWN CASINO DISTRICT
PLAN VISIT BUTTE TO TRY AGAIN"; MONTANA STANDARD; 2003 SEP 20

BUTTE - ECONOMIC CONDITIONS POVERTY
"POVERTY IN SOUTHWEST MONTANA: PART ONE OF SPECIAL REPORT: BUTTE RANKS
HIGH IN ASSISTANCE"; MONTANA STANDARD; 2003 OCT 5

CAMPAIGN FINANCE - MONTANA
"LAWYERS BIG DONORS IN STATEWIDE CAMPAIGNS'; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 OCT
7

CHIPHEALTH INSURANCE--MONTANA
"ERROR FOUND IN CHIP REDUCTIONS"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 OCT 22

"PREMIUM INCREASES CUT INTO CHIP'; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 OCT 21
"STATE EYES CHANGES TO CHIP"'; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 OCT 10

"TOUGHER ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS FEARED FOR CHIP PROGRAM"; RAVALLI REPUBLIC;
2003 OCT 14



COALBED METHANE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION WATER QUALITY
"STATE SUED OVER COALBED METHANE DEVELOPMENT PLAN"; BILLINGS GAZETTE;
2003 OCT 8

CONSERVATION LAND USE
"NATURE CONSERVANCY, PLUM CREEK STRIKE DEAL"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003
OCT 10

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES - CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS
"STATE PLANSTO CLOSE INSTITUTION, HOUSE FELONS: TOWN'S RESIDENTS ARE
DIVIDED OVER PROPOSED FACILITY"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 SEP 15

DRUNKEN DRIVING
"DUI VEHICLES SEIZED: CONFISCATED CARSPILE UP ASNEW LAW TAKES EFFECT";
GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 SEP 28

DRUNKEN DRIVING LAW ENFORCEM ENT - MONTANA
"NEW LAWS OCT 1 HIT DRINKING, METH"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 SEP 14

DRUNKEN DRIVING
"STIFFER PENALTIES IMPOSED FOR DUI"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 SEP 28

ELECTRICUTILITY INDUSTRIES
"ENERGY WEST LOOKING TO MORTGAGE ASSETS TO GET $23 MILLION LOAN"; GREAT
FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 SEP 9

"NORTHWESTERN SEEKS CHAPTER 11: STATE OFFICIALSVOW VIGILANCE FOR
RATEPAYERS MOVE GIVES RETIREESANOTHER JOLT OF JTTERS CEO SAY S
BANKRUPTCY WILL MAKE POWER PLANT EASIER TO SELL"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE;
2003 SEP 16

"NWC GETSANOTHER DELISTING WARNING: COMPANY'S STOCK PRICE HAS TRADED
BELOW $1 FOR TOO LONG, NYSE SAYS, IN 2ND FORMAL NOTICE"; BILLINGS GAZETTE;
2003 SEPT 10

ELECTRICUTILITY INDUSTRIES PROPERTY TAX - MONTANA
"NWE PAY S BIG PART OF PROPERTY TAXES: UTILITY STILL OWES 9 COUNTIESANOTHER
$4.9 MILLION"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 SEPT 13

EMINENT DOMAIN COAL MINING - MONTANA
"MARTZ PUSHING FOR OTTER CREEK: GOVERNOR WANTS FEDS TO DECLARE EMINENT
DOMAIN FOR POWER LINES"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 SEP 17



ENERGY ASSISTANCE ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES

"PANEL: POOR NEED AID FOR HEAT: MARTZ TASK FORCE RECOMMENDS USING $6
MILLION FROM STATE'S FEDERAL POT WEATHERIZATION AMOUNT DEBATED; VOTE
TODAY"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 SEP 12

ENERGY SUPPLY ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES

"POWER SUPPLY TO REMAIN A SAFE BET: ELECTRICITY WOULD STILL FLOW IF
NWC FILES FOR CHAPTER 11 BANKRUPTCY, OFFICIAL SAYS'; BILLINGS GAZETTE;
2003 SEPT 13

ENERGY SUPPLY ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES COAL MINING - MONTANA
"'CLEAN-COAL TECHNOLOGY"' PLANT PROPOSED FOR MILESCITY OR CIRCLE"; BILLINGS
GAZETTE; 2003 OCT 8

"MILESCITY, CIRCLE IN COAL PLANT PICTURE: FACILITY POSSIBLE POWER SOURCE
FOR CO-OP INCLUDING GREAT FALLS'; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 OCT 10

"RURAL CO-OPS AND GREAT FALLS FORM ENERGY PARTNERSHIP: 'CLEAN-COAL
TECHNOLOGY' PLANT PROPOSED FOR EITHER MILESCITY OR CIRCLE TRANSMISSION
CORRIDORSKEY TO OTTER CREEK COAL PROJECT"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 OCT 8

"TRANSMISSION CORRIDORSKEY TO OTTER CREEK COAL PROJECT"; BILLINGS
GAZETTE; 2003 OCT 8

FEDERAL MANDATESTEACHER CERTIFICATION SCHOOLS
"MARTZ WANTS RELIEF FROM SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT LAW"; INDEPENDENT RECORD;
2003 OCT 9

FEDERAL SUBSIDIESAGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS - MONTANA
"AG SUBSIDIES FOR STATE DROP BY $214 MILLION"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 SEP 10

FISHERIESWILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
"BULL TROUT SETTLEMENT REACHED"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 OCT 9

FISHING PERMITSINDIAN AFFAIRS - MONTANA
"TRIBES ANNOUNCE NEW FISHING OPTIONS ON FLATHEAD LAKE"; MONTANA
STANDARD; 2003 OCT 19

FOREIGN TRADE AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS
"DE CUBA: LOCAL FARMERSHELP HAMMER OUT TRADE DEAL"; LAUREL OUTLOOK;
2003 SEP 24



GAME FARMS COURTS
"GAME FARMS: RULING FAVORS I-143"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 SEP 17

HEALTH CARE - MONTANA UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE
"HEALTH CARE SUMMIT: DOCTORS DISAGREE ON UNIVERSAL COVERAGE"; BILLINGS
GAZETTE; 2003 SEP 25

HIGHER EDUCATION - FINANCE UNIVERSITIESAND COLLEGES

"BUDGETS OUTLINED TO REGENTS: UNIVERSITY LEADERS SAY STUDENTS CARRY
FINANCIAL BURDEN"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 SEP 25

“COLLEGE STUDENTS BEAR HALF OF COST BURDEN"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 SEP 25

"FISCAL CURRICULUM: REGENTS OK HIGHER EDUCATION BUDGET"; BILLINGS
GAZETTE; 2003 SEP 26

"STATE WOES FAMILIAR TO MSU-B"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 SEP 25

HOMELESS PERSONS POVERTY
"A NEW FACE ON HUNGER, HOMELESS'; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 OCT 9

INDIAN AFFAIRS- MONTANA GAME FARMS

"TRIBE SAYSIT MAY LAUNCH GAME PRESERVE NEAR BOX ELDER"; INDEPENDENT
RECORD; 2003 OCT 15

INSTITUTIONSMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES- MONTANA

"FROM EASTMONT TO THE WEST: BOULDER: MAJOR CHANGES AT THE STATE'SLAST
INSTITUTION FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED EX-DIRECTOR LOOKSBACK AT STATE'S
CARE"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 SEP 10

JAILS - MONTANA CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS
"JAIL PROJECT: COUNTY REVIEWS PROPOSALS'; WESTERN NEWS; 2003 SEP 12

"JUDICIAL REVIEW: A CONSULTANT LOOKS FOR WAY S TO EASE CROWDING AT THE
JAIL"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2003 SEP 13

LOCAL GOVERNMENT - MONTANA PUBLIC DEFENDERS

"RAVALLI, FIVE OTHER COUNTIES DROPPED FROM ACLU LAWSUIT"; BILLINGS GAZETTE;
2003 OCT 8

MINES- MONTANA MINING INDUSTRIES
"STILLWATER OWNER CITESNEW PALLADIUM DEALS: MINERS, SALARIED STAFF
RECEIVE RAISES'; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 SEP 9



MINORSALCOHOL DRUG ABUSE
"COURT OFFICIALS DIFFER ON MINOR LAW"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 OCT 16

NATURAL GASUTILITY INDUSTRIES ENERGY SUPPLY
"NATURAL GAS CRISISA CURSE, BLESSING"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2003 SEP 18

PRISON INDUSTRY
"BURNS, BAUCUS SEEK $1.2M TO SAVE CANNERY AT PRISON"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 OCT 9

PRISONERS CORRECTIONS - PRISONS - MONTANA
"JUDGE ORDERS HUMANE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS'; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003
OCT 3

PRISONERSHEALTH CARE
"INMATE HEPATITIS C TREATMENT AVAILABLE: STATE RESPONDSTO LAWSUITSWITH
ANTIVIRAL DRUG PROGRAM"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 SEP 23

PRIVATE CORRECTIONS - SHELBY CORRECTIONS--MONTANA PRISONS
"SHELBY PRIVATE PRISON FILLING UP -- WITHOUT OUT-OFSTATE INMATES"; GREAT
FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 SEP 21

PROPERTY TAX - MONTANA ELECTRIC UTILITY

INDUSTRIES LOCAL GOVERNMENT - FINANCE

"COUNTY TAXESTO SPIKE 7 PERCENT: PPL PROTEST HITSHOME FOR PROPERTY
OWNERS IN 2004"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 SEP 9

PROPERTY TAX - MONTANA ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES
"REASONS ABOUND FOR GLUT OF PROPERTY TAX PROTESTSBY UTILITIES'; GREAT
FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 SEP 10

"STATE TAX PROTESTSHIT $20M: FOUR UTILITIES JOIN PPL MONTANA, PUTTING
SCHOOLS, COUNTIES AND STATE IN FISCAL BIND"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 SEP 10

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONS - MONTANA

ELECTRICUTILITY INDUSTRIES
"PSC VOTES TO HIRE LAW FIRM"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 OCT 8

"PSC WANTS MARTZ TO CALL SPECIAL SESSION"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 OCT 22

REAPPORTIONMENT REDISTRICTING MONTANA
"DEMOCRATS CHALLENGE NEW REAPPORTIONMENT PLAN"; INDEPENDENT RECORD;
2003 OCT 17



REDISTRICTING MONTANA
"NEW BATTLE BREWS OVER LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTING"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003
OCT 7

REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE TAX REFORM

TAX POLICY TAXATION - MONTANA

"ON 2004 BALLOT?. FLAT TRANSACTION TAX PETITION BACK ON THE STREETS';
LIVINGSTON ENTERPRISE; 2003 SEP 10

RETIREMENT SCHOOL DISTRICTS
"TEACHER RETIREMENT SYSTEM STRAPPED"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 SEP 27

SALESTAX--MONTANA TAX REFORM
"BUSINESSLOBBYISTS CALL FOR SALESTAX"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 OCT 15

SENTENCING GUIDELINES JUDGES JUDICIAL PROCESS

"A JUDGMENT CALL: NEW LAW LIMITS JUDGES DISCRETION FOR SENTENCING:
ASHCROFT SAY S JUDGES HANDING DOWN REDUCED SENTENCES TOO OFTEN 9TH
CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS PLANS SENTENCING TASK FORCE"; BILLINGS GAZETTE;
2003 OCT 5

TAX REFORM PROPERTY TAX REFORM
"PROPERTY TAX REFORM GROUP CITES INEQUITIES"; LAKE COUNTY LEADER; 2003 SEP
25

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
"TOUCH AMERICA CREDITORS DROP CLAIM"; MONTANA STANDARD; 2003 OCT 9

"TOUCH AMERICA CREDITORS WITHDRAW MOTION AGAINST QWEST"; INDEPENDENT
RECORD; 2003 OCT 10

TELECOMMUNICATIONSELECTRICUTILITY DEREGULATION
"TOUCH AMERICA WINNERS & LOSERS: EXECUTIVES REAP REWARDS...'LITTLE PEOPLE'
PAY THE PRICE"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 OCT 12

TIMBER INDUSTRIES
"PLUM CREEK LOGGERS BACK AT WORK"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2003 SEP 9

TIMBER INDUSTRIES PUBLIC LANDS LAND USE
"SCHWEITZER, BROWN FEUD OVER TIMBER POLICY ISSUE"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003
OCT 7

UNEMPLOYMENT - MONTANA ECONOMIC CONDITIONS
"JOB GROWTH RATE SHOWS SLOW ECONOMY"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 OCT 22



UTILITY INDUSTRIESNATURAL GASPUBLIC

UTILITY COMMISSIONS

"PSC SADDLES FINANCING WITH TOUGH RULES CMOMPANY RELEASES PRELIMINARY
EARNINGS'; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2003 OCT 1

UTILITY RATES
"ELECTRIC, GASRATES TO INCREASE"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 OCT 21

UTILITY RATESPUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSIONS - MONTANA
"MDU FILESTO INCREASE ELECTRIC RATES'; SIDNEY HERALD; 2003 SEP 10

UTILITY RATESELECTRICUTILITY INDUSTRIES
"NWE PRICES FOR GAS, ELECTRICITY MAY DROP'; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 SEP 30

VETERANS AFFAIRSHOUSING - MONTANA

"'KICKED IN THE FACE: HOUSING CONTROVERSY HAS VETERANS FRUSTRATED WITH
TREATMENT BY COMMUNITY THEY SAY HASREJECTED THEM"; MISSOULIAN; 2003 SEP
10

VOTING PRECINCTSELECTIONS-MONTANA

LOCAL GOVERNMENT - MONTANA

"ELECTION OFFICIALS PREPARE FOR POLLING PLACE CHANGES'; ANACONDA LEADER;
2003 SEP 12

WATER LAW STREAM ACCESS
"DISTRICT SCHEDULES DECISION ABOUT MITCHELL SLOUGH"; RAVALLI REPUBLIC; 2003
SEP 26

"MITCHELL SLOUGH: WATERWAY ISNOT A STREAM, DISTRICT SAYS'; RAVALLI
REPUBLIC; 2003 OCT 2

WATER QUALITY CAFOS - CONFINED ANIMAL FEEDING OPERATIONS
"COURT DECISION THROWS FEEDLOT POLLUTION PERMITSINTO QUESTION";
INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2003 OCT 10

WORKERS COMPENSATION PRIVATIZATION - MONTANA
"DEREGULATION FAILURES CAST SHADOW OVER WORK COMP: PANEL STUDYING
PRIVATIZATION REMINDED OF PREVIOUS PROBLEMS'; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2003 SEP 23



